   Llanwarne & District Group Parish Council  
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in Llanwarne Village Hall on 
Thursday 20th July 2023  
 
Present: Councillors: Jason Pacey (Chairman), Rosey Price, Rowena Williams, Anthony Snell and David Lloyd.
 
Ward Councillor Toni Fagan, Elizabeth Malcolm (Footpaths Officer), Terry Griffiths (Parish Lenghtsman)

  
1. To co-opt Mr David Pursey onto the Parish Council – Mr Pursey signed his acceptance of office form and took a seat at the table.

2. To receive apologies for absence – Paula Snow

3. Recruitment of new clerk – The Chair set out the options available to recruit a new clerk and it was RESOLVED that the services of HALC would be used again. The cost would be £220 +VAT.

4. To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation – None

5. To consider the minutes of the meeting held on the 18th May 2023 and 29th June 2023 – Subject to amendments to the title and date on the minutes for the meeting held on 18th May, it was RESOLVED to adopt both sets of minutes as a true record, and these were duly signed by the Chairman.

6. To note the status of Resolutions passed at the meeting held on the 18th May 2023. The Clerk provided a written update on resolutions passed at the last meeting:
6.1. The Chairman clarified that for item 1, location details had been passed to the Clerk on 3 June 2023 and it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain three quotes for the supply of the ditch markers. It was RESOLVED that the Chairman would register the location through the ‘fix my street’ website. It was also agreed that Cllr Fagan would raise the question within the council as to who is responsible for replacing damaged or missing ditch markers.

7. Open Session - To receive views from residents on parish matters. The following issues were raised.
7.1. Complaints had been received from residents regarding the proposed Unorthodox Parodox Festival on 4/5/6 August following the experience from last year where residents were subject to three nights of excessive noise. The event will take place at Limefields and there will be limited tickets. A licence has been granted by Herefordshire Council for the event. Cllr Fagan is now aware and will check on licence parameters and conditions.
7.2. War Memorial in Llanwarne village – maintenance is currently done by Robert and Janny. They are moving from the village at the end of the month. Cllr Lloyd suggested the PC thank them for their service and raised the question as to how we maintain the memorial after they have gone. It was suggested we put an advert in the parish magazine and on the village noticeboards. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Price will ask the gardener who does the village hall maintenance to see if this could be included in his scope. It was suggested that there might also be grants available.
7.3. Consideration was given to paying for the fuel for the mowing of the church ruin grounds, the village green and verges. Vivian Samuel does this currently. It was agreed in principle that a contribution should be made and was RESOLVED that Cllr Price to explore annual costs of fuel used.

8. Reports and Updates
8.1. Ward Councillor Fagan raised the following issues:
8.1.1. Talk Community hub would be more active
8.1.2. Suggested more people sign up for alerts from the council – includes planning applications, consultations etc.
8.1.3. Updated on the Library in Maylords which been put on hold due to costs.
8.1.4. Set out council’s priorities, which included River Wye pollution, children’s services and social worker recruitment.
8.2. Locality Steward – No defects were raised. 

9. Lengthsman 
9.1. Terry Griffiths provided a verbal update and strongly recommended submitting necessary paperwork to BBLP ahead of the deadline in August.
9.2. It was RESOLVED that the parish council wished to participate in the Lengthsman scheme for 2023/24 and that the Chairman would work with BBLP to submit the correct paperwork. The Lengthsman offered to provide guidance on what to include on the scope document.

10. Footpaths Officer 
10.1. The Footpaths Officer explained that she had contacted a potential new contractor but no reply had been received. This would be followed up.
10.2. The Footpaths Officer explained they had met with footpaths officers from other parishes within the ward and was looking at ideas to bring more members of the community into maintaining footpaths.

11. Signs on the A49 
11.1. It was RESOLVED that the Chairman would write back to National Highways with suggested locations for signs that would not require new street furniture installation and therefore not require a road safety audit and the associated costs.

12. Brown tourist signs 
12.1. In line with the guidance provided by BBLP the costs for application would be a non-refundable payment of £100 which the PC RESOLVED to pay in support of the church ruin fund raising endeavours on the basis that this cost covers two signs. It was also suggested funding for the production and installation of the signs might be met in part by an application to the Small Mission fund.

13. Environment
13.1. No developments of note to report from the Gamber and Garron Group. 

14. Planning – To consider the following planning consultations to be determined by Herefordshire Council. 
14.1. Planning Consultation 232089 – Sheepcote, St Owens Cross, Hereford. Proposed erection of live-work unit for occupation by applicant and his family in conjunction with adjoining workshop. Following discussion councillors voted to support the proposals set out in the application and it was RESOLVED that the Chairman notifies the LPA accordingly 

15. Finance
15.1. The Bank Balance and budget spend - £13,069.37.
15.2. [bookmark: _Hlk61468246]Councillors approved the following payments:
15.2.1. Clerk’s Salary for June and July 2023
15.2.2. PAYE – June and July 2023 - £414.80
15.2.3. Clerk’s storage costs (June and July2023) - £30.00
15.2.4. Stationery - £14.20[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Costs to be reimbursed to the Clerk] 

15.2.5. Bin Emptying (TGC2288) - £14.52
15.2.6. HALC Internal Audit - £264.00
15.2.7. Autela Payroll Services (10675 & 111920) - £125.58[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Costs to be reimbursed to the Clerk who settled the invoices from his personal bank account.] 

15.2.8. Autela Payroll Services (11683) - £57.98

16. Smartwater 
16.1. Councillors RESOLVED to defer further consideration of the scheme for six months as there were more pressing matters to focus time and effort on in the absence of a Clerk.

17. Change of Name 
17.1. There was no update. It was RESOLVED that the Chair check email correspondence as there may have been contact with Herefordshire Council’s lead on this subject.

18. Llanwarne Village Hall 
18.1. Cllr Price advised that the updated list of work still required was not ready to present to the PC.

19. Parish Council Vacancies 
19.1. There remain three vacancies on the PC and it was RESOLVED that adverts for the roles would be placed in the various parish magazines, on the relevant Facebook pages and that Cllrs would discuss the opportunity with parishioners they spoke with.

20. Code of Conduct
20.1. It was RESOLVED that the PC would adopt the Code of Conduct recommended by Herefordshire Council.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
21. Items for next meeting 
21.1. change of name update
21.2. brown tourist signs update

22. Date of the Next Meeting – The next meeting will take place on Thursday 21st September 2023 in Llanwarne village hall beginning at 19.30hrs.

Meeting closed at  
  21.30hrs

Signed 									Date 
